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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 STUTTGART 1 104 

USCINCEUR AND CINCUSAREUR FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: THE "FILBINGER AFFAIR" - THE HEIRS APPARENT 

REF: STUTTGART 1078 

1 . SUMMARY - SHOULD FILBINGER STEP DOWN - AND THERE IS NO 
INDICATION HE WILL - DUE TO THE CONTROVERSY STILL BEING 
GENERATED BY THE "FILBINGER AFFAIR," BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG 
INTERIOR MINISTER SPAETH OR STUTTGART'S LORD MAYOR ROMMEL 
WOULD SEEM THE LIKELIEST CANDIDATES TO SUCCEED FILBINGER AS 
MINISTER-PRESIDENT. SPAETH'S CHANCES SEEM SLIGHT ALONGSIDE 
THOSE OF ROMMEL, WHO HAS THE CHARISMA AND THE EXPERIENCE TO 
PROVIDE LEADERSHIP AND ELECTORAL STRENGTH TO THE CDU, BUT 
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ROMMEL WOULD MUCH PREFER TO BE A CABINET MINISTER IN BONN 
SOULD THE CDU ONE DAY REGAIN POWER AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL. YET 
IN THE MEANTIME, BECOMING MINISTER-PRESIDENT WOULD STILL BE A 
STEP UP THE POLITICAL LADDER FOR ROMMEL, WHO CONCEDES THAT HE 
WOULD DO HIS PARTY'S BIDDING IF EVER HE SHOULD BE TAPPED TO 
TAKE OVER AS MINISTER-PRESIDENT. END SUMMARY. 
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2. THE "FILBINGER AFFAIR" CONTINUES TO GENERATE STATEMENTS PRO 
AND CON IN THE PRESS. FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS HAS SPOKEN OUT AGAINST 
THE "CHARACTER ASSASSINATION" OF WHICH FILBINGER IS THE TARGET; 
BADEN-WUERTTEMB ERG'S INTERIOR MINISTER LOTHAR SPAETH HAS ATTACKED 
THE SPD FOR DEMANDING FILBINGER'S RESIGNATION AND. HE ALLEGES, 

IN SO DOING SEEKING TO DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN FILBINGER AND HIS 
PARTY (THE CDU); AND HEINZ GALINSKI, PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
OF JEWS IN BERLIN, HAS JOINED THOSE CALLING FOR FILBINGER'S 
RESIGNATION. 

3. FILBINGER HIMSELF HAS SAID NOTHING ABOUT ANY PROSPECT OF 
RESIGNING BECAUSE OF THE CURRENT SCANDAL (THOUGH WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT MRS. FILBINGER HAS PRIVATELY DECREED "NEVER*"). RESIGNATION 
WOULD, OF COURSE, BE TANTAMOUNT TO ADMITTING THAT THE ANTI- 
FILBINGER CAMPAIGN HAD TURNED UP EVIDENCE SUPPORTING CHARGES THAT 
FILBINGER IS UNFIT TO REMAIN IN OFFICE, AND THE "EVIDENCE," SUCH 

AS IT IS, HAS CONSISTENTLY BEEN DENIED OR EXPLAINED AWAY BY 
FILBINGER. AND IT IS NOT LIKE THE MAN TO CAVE UNDER PRESSURE. 

4. WE WERE IMPRESSED DURING A VISIT TO FREIBURG LAST WEEK AT 
HOW FILBINGER'S IMAGE SEEMS TO HAVE DETERIORATED, AT LEAST IN 
SOME CIRCULES IN THAT CORNER OF BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG. IN OUR 
CONVERSATION WITH UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS THE PICTURE EMERGED OF A 
FILBINGER WHO IS DEEMED TO HAVE BECOME RUTHLESS AS A POLITICIAN 
AND ONE PROFESSOR WENT SO FAR AS TO SEE A PARALLEL BETWEEN THE 
METHODS OF FILBINGER AND THOSE OF EX-PRESIDENT NIXON. 
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ACADEMIC CIRCLES IN FREIBURG SEEM STILL TO BE SMARING, HOWEVER, 

OVER WHAT THEY CONSIDER THE HEAVY-HANDED MANNER IN WHICH FILBINGER. 
WITHOUT ADVANCE CONSULTATION, REVAMPED THE BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG 
MINISTRY OF EDUCAPON AND INSTALLED PROF. HELMUT ENGLER, FORMER 
RECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF FREIBURG AND A RATHER CONTROVERSIAL 
FIGURE IN HIS OWN RIGHT, AS NEW MINISTER OF SCIENCE. APROPOS OF 
THE QUESTION OF WHETHER FILBINGER DID NOR DID NOT MOVE IN 
NAZI CIRCLES IN FREIBURG IN HIS STUDENT DAYS (REFTEL), WE WERE 
FORTUNATE TO MEET IN FREIBURG A RETIRED PROFESSOR WHO HAD 
KNOWN FILBINGER WELL IN THOSE DAYS. FILBINGER. HE SAID, WAS THEN 
KNOWN AS AN ANTI-NAZI AND HE MOVED IN ANTI-NAZI CIRCLES, THOUGH 
OBVIOUSLY HE HAD TO "MASQUERADE" TO HIDE HIS REAL SENTIMENTS. 

THOSE WHO DIDN’T "MASQUERADE," NOTED THE PROFESSOR PENSIVELY, 

AREN'T ALIVE TODAY. 
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USCINCEUR AND CINCUSAREUR FOR POLADS 

5. ONE COULD ALSO ARGUE HOWEVER, THAT IT MIGHT BE INCREASINGLY 
DIFFICULT FOR FILBINGER TO REMAIN ON AS MINISTER-PRESIDENT IF 
THE SCANDAL SURROUNDING HIS NAME SERIOUSLY ALIENATES THE 
LECTORATE IN BADEN-WUERTTEMBERG AND HIS CONTINUATION IN OFFICE 
THREATENS TO WEAKEN THE CDU AND AS A CONSEQUENCE THE PROSPECTS 
FOR ITS SHOWING IN THE 1980 LANDTAGE ELECTIONS. THINGS HAVE NOT 
YET TAKEN SO BAD A TURN THAT THERE IS OPEN SEASON FOR SPECULATION 
ON WHO MIGHT SUCCEED FILBINGER IF HE WERE TO STEP DOWN, THOUGHR 
THE TWO MOST LIKELY CANDIDATES WOULD SEEM TO BE INTERIOR MINISTER 
SPAETH AND STUTTGART'S LORD MAYOR ROMMEL. 

6. SPAETH, WHO ROSE FROM CDU FRAKTION LEADER TO INTERIOR 
MINISTER IN THE LAND GOVERNMENT EARLIER THIS YEAR, SEEMS CONTENT 
WITH HIS NEW PROMINENCE AND CLEARLY ASPIRES TO BIGGER THINGS. 
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HOWEVER, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT HE IS YET READY FOR THEM. HIS IS 
NOT YET A HOUSEHOLD NAME IN BADEN-WUERTTEMBERG AND IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE HIM LEADING THE PARTY INTO THE 1980 ELECTIONS. 

7. ROMMEL, HOWEVER, HAS BOTH CHARISMA AND EXPERIENCE AND WOULD 
BE A STRONG ELECTORIA DRAWING CARD. THE ONLY PROBLEM IS THAT HE 
DOES NOT WANT TO BECOME MINISTER-PRESIDENT. ROMMEL TOLD ME ON 
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JUNE 5 THAT HE SEES HIS FUTURE ON THE NATIONAL AND NOT THE LAND 
SCENE. HE SEES HIMSELF MOVING ON FROM THE STUTTGART RATHAUS TO 
A CABINET POSITION IN BONN IF AND WHEN THE CDU REGAINS THE 
CHANCELLORSHIP. THE POSITION HE REALLY ASPIRES TO IS THAT OF 
FINANCE MINISTER. WE NOTED THAT IN THE EVENT OF FILBINGER'S 
RESIGNATION STRONG PRESSURE MIGHT BE BROUGHT TO BEAR TO HAVE 
HIM (ROMMEL) STEP IN TO SHORE UP A PARTY WEAKENED BY THE FILBINGER 
SCANDAL AND LEAD IT TO VICTORY IN THE 1980 ELECTION. WOULD HE 
THEREFORE NOT ACCEPT THE MINISTER-PRESIDENCY UNDER ANY CIR- 
CUMSTANCES? ROMMEL SAID THAT HE WOULD NOT SEEK THE MINISTER- 
PRESIDENCY, BUT SHOULD FILBINGER RESIGN AND THE PARTY LEADERSHIP 
COME TO HIM AND ASK HIM TO BECOME MINISTER-PRESIDENT HE DID NOT 
FEEL THAT UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES HE COULD REFUSE. HE WOULD DO 
WHAT THE PARTY WANTED. 

8. COMMENT: DURING THE ABOVE RELAXED CONVERSATION, ROMMEL WAS HIS 
USUAL MODEST, EASYGOING, WITTY SELF. HE HAS BEEN CLOSE TO 
FILBINGER AND, WE THINK, HAS GENUINE AFFECTION FOT THE MAN. 

HE IS NOT ACTIVELY SEEKING TO SUCCEED FILBINGER BUT, IF NOMINATED, 

WILL SERVE. WE ARE NOT SO CONFIDENT AS IS ROMMEL THAT HIS 
OWN POLITICAL AMBITIONS AND FUTURE WOULD BE LESS WELL-SERVED 
IF HE BECOMES MINISTER-PRESIDENT. THE MINISTER-PRESIDENCY MIGHT, 

AFTER ALL, BE CLOSER IN TIME FOR HIM THAN A RETURN OF THE CDU 
TO POWER IN BONN OR TO HIS UNCERTAIN NOMINATION TOTHE POSITION 
HE WOULD LIKE IN THAT EVENTUAL GOVERNMENT. ROMMEL, HELPED NOT ONLY 
BY HIS NAME BUT BY HIS UNORTHODOX AND HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 
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PERFORMANCE AS STUTTGART'S LORD MAYOR, HAS ALREADY ACQUIRED A 
POSITION OF NATIONAL PROMINENCE. (HE WILL, FOR EXAMPLE, CURTAIL 
A VISIT THIS SUMMER TO ST. LOUIS, STUTTGART'S SISTER CITY, IN 
ORDER TO RETURN TO FULFILL SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS IN HESSE IN 
SUPPORT OF DREGGER.) BECOMING MINISTER-PRESIDENT OF BADEN- 
WUERTTEMBERG WOULD PROVIDE ROMMEL, IF ONLY TEMPORARILY, WITH 
A HIGHER AND MORE VISIBLE PLATFORM FROM WHICH TO EXERCISE HIS 
POLITICAL SKILLS AND TO PREPARE THE NEXT STEP IN HIS POLITICAL 
CAREER. FILBINGER MAY HOLD NOT ONLY THE KEY TO HIS OWN 
IMMEDIATE POLITICAL FUTURE BUT ALSO TO ROMMEL'S. ROMMEL, ANYWAY, 
INSISTS THAT FILBINGER IS STILL NOT DISPOSED TO RESIGN. "HE 
SHOWS EVERY INDICATION," SAID ROMMEL, "OF WANTING TO SAY ON IN 
THE JOB UNTIL HE'S NEARLY A HUNDRED." MILLER 
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